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duties easily and satisfactorily ; and then, if to this
one can add the grace of-apparent leisureliness,
the power of never appearing to be interrupted,
the good-humoured readiness to amuse and to
be amused, one is high upon the ladder of per-
fection. It is absolutely necessary, if one is to
play a satisfactory part in the world, to be in
earnest, to be serious ; and it is no less neces-
sary to abstain from ostentatiously parading that
seriousness. One has to take for granted that
others are serious too; and far more is effected
by example than by precept, in this, as in most
matters. But if one cannot do both, it is better
to be serious and to show it, than to make a
show of despising seriousness and decrying it.
It is better to have habits and to let others know
it, than to lose one's soul by endeavouring to
escape the reproach of priggishness, a quality
which in these easy-going days incurs an excessive
degree of odium.